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Press release 
 

Ruhr Metropolis and “Silicon Wadi” 
Business Metropole Ruhr strengthens 
relationship with Israel and initiates 
“Innovation Bridge Israel” 
 

Düsseldorf/ Essen, 12/10/2018. Business Metropole Ruhr GmbH 
(BMR), supported by the state government of North Rhine-
Westphalia, is initiating the “Innovation Bridge Israel”. Today saw the 
presentation of the initiative in Essen, in co-operation with the North 
Rhine-Westphalian Minister for Europe, Federal Matters and 
International Affairs, Dr. Stephan Holthoff-Pförtner. The joint goal is 
to make greater use of the technological strengths of Israel for 
companies and cities in the Ruhr region, whilst at the same time 
facilitating access to the markets of the region for Israeli partners 
and investors. 

Innovation Bridge Israel aims to strengthen economic interaction – 
and provide firms from the Ruhr region with access to technological 
companies from “Silicon Wadi”. Links are already strong, with these 
established by the BMR in close collaboration with the German-
Israeli Chamber of Industry & Commerce. Co-operation in the field 
of innovation scouting commenced around two years ago. Working 
on behalf of companies from the Ruhr Metropolis such as Signal 
Iduna, thyssenkrupp or Rhenus, numerous matching start-ups have 
already been sought and identified in the fields of digitalisation, 
smart technologies and cyber security in Tel Aviv. 

First guest in Germany is Alon Shem-Tov, sales boss at the 
successful start-up binah.ai – a company that uses artificial 
intelligence to analyse data for companies in order to enable 
predictions to be made. Following initial contact in June in the scope 
of a site marketing campaign of the Regionalverband Ruhr “Stadt 
der Städte” in Tel Aviv, Alon Shem-Tov is now travelling the Ruhr 
region establishing contacts with companies and examining 
opportunities for co-operation.  



 

For Rasmus C. Beck, Chairman of the Board of Management of BMR, 
this is a further step towards achieving the strategic linking of the 
two regions: “We have grown closer together over the last two 
years. The co-operation between Israeli start-ups with medium-sized 
and larger companies is both pioneering and in need of long-term 
consolidation. With the Innovation Bridge Israel we are establishing 
a link that is not only economically viable. We also consider 
ourselves committed to the long-term cultural and social linking of 
our countries.” 

 

Common history, common interests, many new ideas 

“With the Innovation Bridge Israel the business development 
activities of the Regionalverband Ruhr are helping to consolidate 
and expand collaboration between Israel and North Rhine-
Westphalia. The fact that the initiative is primarily supported by 
companies in the Rhine-Ruhr region is evident in the consolidation 
of German-Israeli links at the heart of North Rhine-Westphalia. The 
continuous expansion of these, with partners in numerous 
companies and considerable support from politics and society, is a 
task that the state government is happy to undertake. The North 
Rhine-Westphalia office initiated in Israel by Prime Minister Armin 
Laschet will further reinforce co-operation in the areas of business, 
education, research and culture. This is why I am supporting the 
commitment of Business Metropole Ruhr GmbH and urging other 
regions in the state to follow the good example set,” stresses Dr. 
Stephan Holthoff-Pförtner, North Rhine-Westphalian Minister for 
Europe, Federal Matters and International Affairs.  

For Alexander Weihe, Head of Product Management at Vonovia, the 
Innovation Bridge Israel is also a good opportunity to receive new 
impulses: “We are involved with the Innovation Bridge Israel because 
it is always possible to learn from the viewpoints and working styles 
of other countries. Israel shows that its growth from innovations is 
sustainable. We have long been involved with the start-up scene and 
are very interested in ideas from Israel with regard to our 
digitalisation projects.” 
 
The opportunities are numerous, as no other country has as many 
start-ups in relation to population size as Israel. The Tel Aviv region 
is the centre of this. From 9 to 12 October Alon Shem-Tov, 
responsible for International Sales at binah.ai, was a guest of the 
Ruhr Metropolis. He had encouraging words to say: “We have had 
some very positive discussions. I think that the Ruhr region and Israel 



 

have far more in common with each other than is immediately 
apparent. The people here have the courage to simply give things a 
go. And they listen to what you have to say. This is a good basis for 
further joint success.” 
 
The German-Israeli Chamber of Industry & Commerce (AHK) has 
been linked to the Israeli ecosystem for innovation for many years. 
The visit of the German Chancellor to Israel last week primarily 
addressed German-Israeli synergies in economic areas. At a meeting 
of the business delegation with Israel-based technology scouts, 
including Charme Rykower, it soon became apparent that the major 
companies have their sights firmly fixed on the Israeli high-tech 
scene, but that the medium-sized firms still have some catching up 
to do. Our joint project for strategic networking has proved to be 
far-sighted and correct and we are looking forward to expanding 
and consolidating our co-operation further. Both regions can only 
benefit from this,” says AHK Managing Director Grisha Alroi-
Arloser. 

 

Bringing companies together 

In the coming months the Innovation Bridge Israel aims to further 
promote the exchange of knowledge. For Josef Hovenjürgen, 
Chairman of the Association Meeting of the Regionalverband Ruhr, 
the closer economic co-operation with Israel also has a political 
dimension: “We are delighted that the international alignment of the 
site marketing campaign has contributed to strengthening these 
relations. It has proved possible to line up long-term partnerships 
between companies and draw the attention of investors – one of the 
target groups of the campaign – to the region. The state government 
and Ruhr Metropolis now need to provide further support for these 
collaborations.” 

 


